
Religious Education Committee 
Report to November Business Meeting 

 

On Monday, October 26th 2020, the Religious Education Committee convened at 5:30pm via Zoom. 
Greg, Gary, Karen, and Oliver were in attendance. The committee discussed the following topics: 
 
1. Item for the Newsletter regarding Forums: Co-clerk Oliver circulated a draft request-for-comment to the 
committee. The draft addressed a call from Clerk of Meeting for RelEd to summarize their need for 
feedback from the Meeting regarding forums. The item was approved by the committee members and 
subsequently submitted to the Clerk of Meeting on 10/26/2020. 
 
2. Forums: In response to M&O’s request that RelEd supply two forums for the upcoming months, the 
committee arrived at unity on the following topics: 
 
a. Quaker (Non-violent) Responses to Political Unrest (November 11, 7pm). Proposed as a joint project 
between Religious Ed and the Friends who have attended the Choose Democracy training, this forum will 
educate Friends on what we can do to resist in the event of a coup following the 2020 election, being 
mindful of the pandemic as a backdrop. Oliver and Karen to facilitate, with Karen providing input on 
“Move to Amend.” 

b. The Nativity and Quakerism (December 9th, 7pm, w/ Gary). 
 
c. The committee continues to enthusiastically affirm its commitment to the work of supplying topics, but 
asks that Friends read, reflect, and respond to the request for comment included in the newsletter. 
 
d. Gary’s proposed series of forums centering on the reading "The Call to Radical Faithfulness" by 
Douglas Gwyn remains queued. The intention of the committee is to support Gary’s leading and only 
move forward with this multi-part forum once we are meeting regularly in person. 

e. Oliver proposed a series of forums studying and discussing the 2018 version of our book of discipline, 
“Faith & Practice.”  This would require a reading commitment on the part of Friends, but might serve as a 
unifying experience. This forum series would take place in 2021. 

Exhibit A 

The Religious Education committee humbly asks Friends to reflect on their needs in relation to forums. 
 
During these uncertain times, the committee wants to ensure that the forum topics on offer speak to the 
concerns of the Meeting. Do Friends want to learn more about the history of Quakerism? Do they want to 
study faith texts, like the bible, Friends' journals, or the Quaker book of disciple "Faith and Practice?" 
 
Forums should provide a catalyst for growth, both personally and at a collective level. The best way to 
achieve this end is for the forums to meet unmet needs. It is difficult for the members of Religious Ed to 
discern those needs when we are separated by distance. 
 
Please submit requests for topics to [M&O/Religious Ed Clerks] for consideration and action. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Members of the Religious Education Committee 

 


